ANCESTORS 
OF 


RICHARDS A. OLDS 


CEIVED DEC 17 877 


| | RE 


AOL Ou aenvrook 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 49008 
Peri eai O77 


DeKalb County Historical Society,Inc. 
Auburn, nds 


Dear Historians of DeKalb County, 


During the past year I have gained a great deal of 
knowledge about my ancestry and have determined that at 
least 14 on my father's side (all now dead, including Dad) 
lived in DeKalb County for varying periods of time from 
about 1850 until about 1908. 


There are several reasons for my writing your society. 
One is to share with you an ancestry chart and some brief 
notes I've compiled regarding those of my ancestry who 
lived in DeKalb County; another is to solicit your help 
in expanding my knowledge of these ancestors. Specifically, 
I was thinking your society might have one or more members 
(or contacts) who are involved in genealogy research and 
who might be willing to do some hopefully light "digging" 
TD Favs. site Ye or at least advise me on how I might possibly 
get additional. information from here in Kalamazoo. Altho 
I hope to visit DeKalb County eventually, current family 
commitments (two very small children) may delay that visit 


for some time. 


i 9 My genealogy efforts to date have been: (1)Receipt 
of much family information from my aunt,ESther (Olds) Forst, 
OPenear Stroh, sind Sein bagransce County. = .including quotes 
| from: a book on Spencerville by Dr. Willis Carey (written in 
| 1952), (2)Compilation of all known ancestors, their families 
and other kinfolk censused in DeKalb County in 1850, 1860, 
1870 and 1880...based upon my review here in Kalamazoo of 
federal census microfilms, (%3)Purchase and review of DeKalb 
County Atlas of 1880, and (4) Rental from The Bookmark, 
Knightstown, Ind. of "Cemetary Inscriptions—DeKalb County, 
iInd.—Volume I" written by Malinda E. E. Newhard in 1972. 


some of my more specific remaining interests at this 
| tame are: 
| (1)Any references to any of my DeKalb County ancestors 
in books, magazines or newspapers published in or 
near DeKalb County. Of particular interest would 
be obituary notices...except for those on Samuel 
and Caroline Olds which I already have. 


(2) Knowledge of any pictures of any of my DeKalb 
County ancestors, their stores or residences,etc. 
(all that my Olds grandparents had, including her 
1893 Auburn High School graduation picture, were 
destroyed by house fire in 1957.) I would hope 


Xy there might be a picture, for sure, of Lewis D. 
| Britton while a state legislator for two years, 
y probably in the 1870's. 


COne TrILGth. eee s 
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(3) Would like to get vital statistics on my great- 
nS) grandfather, John F. Kline, whom I believe died 
between 1895 and 1904 in or near DeKalb County 
and who is possibly buried in Auburn where his 
parents died and are assumed to be buried. 
Would like to know what his vocation was and if 
he had any offspring and descendents by his 
second marriage, to Florena Pipes, in 1889; 
Also would like to know when he married and 
divorced my great grandmother, Arminnie (Britton) 
Kebine. Mrank stents. both events which would have 
occurred in DeKalb County between 1870 and 1880. 


(4)Vital statistics on ancestors James and Elizabeth 
McCague Sr., whom I suspect died in DeKalb County's 
Richland Township...he probably in the 1870's 
and she in the 1880's. Also Richland Township's 
section 20 in the 1880 county atlas shows some land 
owned by John and James McCayne, which I suspect 
may have been a misspelling of McCague. I'd like 
to confirm that that was a misspelling, if possible; 
there were McCague's censused in Richland Township 
ital AGS ts (3 


Thanks in advance for any assistance that you can give 
or line up for me. 


@ 
DLuCere ly. 


ulelghenete: YA {ONuers 


P.S. A self-addressed stamped envelope is enclosed for 
any responses )OulmscOci evyaeom a reterral can give me’ to 
this letter, including some discussion of remuneration 
Lio there is someonemingyour area willang to helpime. 
Thank you. 


SSPle Pelistorwsuss Kuwcs so cvosssys5eep 7 
[3s “MaaTI3SnH ZWDoISOIVvaswaD AHL = = 


“Cryon WO, 1 On WS Chart isthe same Chart No 


sagan a ghehegaemnmettes ry 
(Son of Frank OTds) Samuel Olds 
ldress PO ergson a3 No, 16 2 : Je 
Addre $3 et LOM Rater ». 29 Dec 1728 (Vather often po 


City, State_Kekeornepee, Ae VGC0k = 5 ETias Olds ME Penalei/a teen ae 
Dalene SY 7 7. Oe ere | oben (Father of No, 4) 8 Jul 1813 


b, 23 Feb 1778 17 Persis Rice 
p.b, GOShen, Mass. (Mother of Nos a. 
® 4 b, Cont. on chart Noy 
Lk. Date of Birth 


™. 24 Nov 1808 ee 
p-b. Pirce of Hirth 


d. 19 Jan 1869 
oA: Vd 

m. Date of Marriage 

GQ "te of Death 


on chart No, 


pes 
- 


Samuel N. Olds 


(Fether of No. 2) 


Ebenezer Orcutt 


(Father of No. 3; 
Cont. on chart No. 


m. 30 October 1844 


a, 14 April 1899 Abigail Orcutt 


(Mother of No, 4) 


d. 
Abigail Beal 


Pare” & Besth st. Joe, Ind. : 
p.d ’ 19 
b. 29 Mar ] 789 (Mother of No. 9, 
2 Arthur a 01 ds p.b. Ux. * Cont. on chart No, _ 
Fether of No, 1) d. 8 Apr 1847 . 
b. 20 August 1871 
g p.d /7. at 20 


p.b. Spencerville, Indiana 

m, 30 April 1895 

ga. 15 May 1955 10 
p.a LaGrange, Ind. 


(Father of No, 10, 
Cont. on chart ' 9, _ 


Paul V. Robinson 
(Father of No. 5) 


(Mother ef No. 10, 
b. : Coat. on chart No, __ 


Caroline Robinson 
(Mother of No, 2) 


b. | Feb 1826 

p.b. Swanton, Vt. 

d, 27 Jan 1908 11 
p.d. Bluffton, Ind. 


(Father of No. 1 i 
Cont. on chart No. __ 


(Mother of No, 5) 


b. 25 July 1789 23 


x RO AN Roe oe HEX pb. Wileaeor (Mother of No. 11, 
Peet OF £2 SX" Ne ote d. 12 Sept. 1876 a Wags s: vee 
} c ey ay; Lette Sh Es P-4. Spencerville, Ind . 
Ly, oa? or?> ae ; . 24 John Kline 
a 79 if 0 oy “7 9 C-; ey yi (Father of No, 32 
9 Le Ao) Q> <7) 9% 95 . ‘ ye Cont. on chart No. ___ 
g - 2 oY a Ad 12. Michael: Kline m, 
& as 7 ° ¢- (Father of No, 6) : 
2 7) Sy t b, 23 May 1822 F 
Y O 79 79 25 ze 
ry SS ey p.b. Pa Utethee of No. 12, 
os 6 John F. Kline meee D: Ses eae 
: Father a Rad a, 16 Jul 1904 


Deer Ss on fES2 John Sommers 


GICAL: HELPER. Send lor's treoestee 


= (re fn ste 
= p.b. DeKalb County, Ind. te 26 Reaaa nt aaa 
o Cont. on chart No, —_- 
2 St 131 Anna M. Sommers Bs 
iS d. (Mother of No. 6) 
: p.d h: b. 27 Elizabeth 
Se : eee p.b. Pa, foie ae 
lise 3} Rose Wildred Kline d. 15 Sept 1908 b. Sor gee ale 
Og (Mother of No. 1) 2D : d. 
2k bv, 29 Jan 1874 ib anata ; 
ee p.b.Richland Twp. ,DeKalb Cty. ,Ind. . Pe, Pa. eather of Ro. 1, 
° * ont, on chart eee 
oo d. 23 Mar. 1967 44. Lewis 0. Britton m, 7 


(Father of No, 7) 


p.d. LaGrange, Ind. 


a) Ok tales 


tg bao UCT Loc) 29 bh 1) ais 
3 pb, Lancaster County, Pa. | ae ee a 
o 71 Arminnie Britton m, 15 dun. 1843 ; 
. . (Mother of No. 3) E : d. 
ni | p.b. DeKalb County, Ind. P.d DeKalb County, Ind. b. /S9snlboe P,Mnier et Ra I, 
Es) ad. 2 Dec 1945 15] Martha McCaque m, Caran pea 
| pd. Kendallville, Ind. ie elated Gobet (hicdce of No} dan CprcbnC&, Qu KLE Cot) 
» a MNarnundl 5 é 
eee Hay Tied ». 6 Bec 1822 21 eee wt 
; 5 | p.b. Washington Cou te Sar red AR! Oa ae ois (nary Nore. 
| | 2K ok SLL 9 Poe Lod Ie Pee Qaetn Son, d. 29 ay een RLV Pa. Dies n Ox; ee ; 
(imate avd FP eet Ze LEAS 2 Pct Ce : ‘i (ab <td, (p ies yy ig es xi 


p.d, Auburn, Ind. 
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é 
omeiriant DeKalb County "Roots" of Richard A. Olds 

% Compiled by RAO 12/77 

l- Father Frank Britton Olds (Lived in DeKalb County from 1902 birth until 19 
Born in parents home on N. Jackson St. in Auburn where he spent first 

® three years of his life until his family moved in 1905 to a farm east 
Orelaerancews nage armed in that vicinity until his 1956*death, 
leaving widow (Gail) and two sons (Jim and myself); Buried in LaGrange. 


Siblings: Ruth (1896-1901) 
George (1897- );retired farmer,living in LaGrange and Fla 


Esther (1900- );married Fred Forst 1937; retired teacher; 
lives near Stroh in LaGrange County. 
Herbert(1904-1959); farmed east of LaGrange. 
Charles(1909- Js farmsenerthn of LaGrange 
Mary (1912- ); retired teacher living near Stroh. 
2- Grandfather Arthur Brainerd Olds (Lived in DeKalb County from 1871 birth 
until 1905) 
Neu Osteen VeOmeLeNeCh Uren. spor ane opencerville in 3/1 and 
lived there until finishing formal education in 1887 at age 16, then 
to Auburn where he worked at Zimmerman Buggy Factory before buying 
Seva cl yee ehonnOrn (timo l. nOmtimolscountnouse. “Married in 1695: 
became it) ine1905,"ssold his store and moved his family to his 
DEGtNereWi i Se arm east Ot TaGrange se ind where he regained his 
health, bought a neighboring farm and farmed until retirement. 
Died in 1955 and buried in LaGrange. No descendants in DeKalb County. 


Siblings: George Henr 
his marriage in n 1874, many descendants. 


Mary (1846-1926);married John Dills of Concord: Twp: 
living descendants are two granddaughters, Mrs. 

© Wayne (Edith) Smith and Mrs. Frank (Kathlene) 
Swen both pean in Hicks Veeecy Ohio and both 


only 


Se eee 


rar gn Elias (18 Mee pecder of panels COUMG y sunO Diver crise 
Arch (adopted) left no descendants. 
Lena (1867-1927); married William McClaren; 


grandchildren living in Michigan. 
William J. (1863-1947); married Bertha Coughansur; had no ~ 


cia ren: 
Nelle (1868-1953); first in family to be born in DeKalb 


Coummyeemannm cam) Onneb1 sop, also of Concord iwyp..; 
only living descendant is 83 year old daughter 
PLOcencem ol Snopmiv ingen Flint, Mich. 


3~ Grandmother Rose Wildred (Kline) Olds Giived insDekalp County trom 1874 
lestaat rset buh evil ele Sie la 


Suspected born on Richland Township farm of her grandparents, tne Lewis 
Depbritton'’s, who raised her after her parents divorced when she was 
Moved with her grandmother Britton to Auburn after her 


SEV Clic uma voto 


very young. 


grandfather Britton died in 1889. Graduated from Auburn High School 
in 1893, worked for awhile in DeKalb County Courthouse before marrying 
Pee olds 1ne1895. Died =in=haGrange, Ind’. 3 


in 1967; Has 54 diving descendants 


ue | 
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4—- Greatgrandfather Samuel N. Olds (Lived in Der County from 1866 until 
death in 1899) 
Born in Vermont in 1818, as came to Tare: (ever eCOUnt YO mlTn Loo 
& where he learned the hatter's trade in Ft. Wayne; returned to Vt. by 
1844°to marry Caroline Robinson. bleven years and five children later 
he returned with wife and family to Allen County where he lived 
alternately in Ft. Wayne and near Eel River until 1866 when he moved 
to Spencerville and bought a general store there previously owned 
by @ Mr. Dawson. Aided in that operation first by son Mort, then son 
Will, he owned the store until 1883 when he retired and moved to 
ot. Joe, where he lived until his death in 1899. Buried in St. Joe. 


No living descendants in DeKalb County. 


5- Greatgrandmother Caroline (Robinson) Olds (Lived in DeKalb County from 
1866 until death in 1908) 
Borie ey Deer oe bo. Married samuel Olus in \l844 and bore him ten 
children, seven which reached adulthood; Spent much time in children's 
homes after husband's death in 1899; aud vey Site Reker 


6- Greatgrandfather John F.Kline (Lived in DeKalb County from birth in 1 
Ope JuSispy abhabralh fa), 
Referred to as Frank Kline by my late grandmother, was found in censuses 
aon One se besede upon Census revelations was born i1n,1852° or 18535 an 
Indiana, quite possibly on the Richland County farm where he was censused 
- with parents and sisters in 1860 and 1870. His marriage to Arminnie 
Ber Onmetiecar | ya1GO/Olssended ineearly divorcesmallezedly due in 
Nang@etOmaearinking; proulem (JPK’s). “Dekalb County. records in “Health 
Ori eCeere Vea leicetarricdsageaing.. to tlorena Pipes, in 1889. Nothing 
@ else is known about him by living Oldses. 
Siblings: Censuses suggest there were three sisters.. 
Sophia, Mary and Etta; could be descendants from them 
or John F's second marriage in DeKalb County. 


¢#- Greatgrandmother Arminnie (Britton) Kline Franks (Lived in DeKalb County 
fronumi spa ibirth until probably) 1885) 


the 


852 


Born in 1854, quite possibly on the Richlandjitarm of her parents, 
VeumomiG ie cOmes anademOovedutoO anmcoleor 1652; Married briefly in 
the early 1870's to John F. Kline who grew up on a neighboring farm; 

PiSveUAdmOl yeOuem Col OnenOse Wisdred, sinwlGg4, betore they divorced. 
Loon ee mo giveusae olny ein S54 for senotnemsen.1danocd neighbor, 


Marion Franks, moved to a farm near Kendallville and had tnree 
Ghaldren, Caxl, John and Maes’ Arminnie died in 1945. 


Siblings: Elizabeth (ca.1845-1901; married Moses Willis) 
Annette (1849-1892; married William Henry Riley) 
Francis L. (ca. 1852 to ? ;2nd marriage was to Mary Franks 


— eee 


10 & 1l- Great Greatgrandparents Paul V. and Elizabeth (Jennison) Robinson 
(Elizabeth died in Spencerville in 1875 at daughter Caroline 
Olds';Paul may have died there also. Both are buried in 
Spencerville per one family writing. 
Both were born in New England and they were parents to Caroline Olds 
and to George P. Robinson who lived in LaGrange from 1850's until 


& Buiommrath wn oly. 


iy 


12- Greatgreatgrandfater Michael Kline (Lived in DeKalb County from early 


| 
® 
| 

22 = 


14- 


: 15- 
| 


‘e 


oe 
vie 


Ree olros Dekalb County. “Roots. Pare 


1859's until 1904 death) 
Born in Pa. in 1822, Michael Kline is suspected to have lived in 
Ohio: and married Anna Somers (or Sommers) there before moving to 
Richland Township farm in early 1850's; Censused there with 
family in 1860 and 1870, then in Auburn in 1880, where he was a 
carpenter. Died in Auburn in 1904 per DeKalb County Health Office. 


Great great grandmother Anna (Somers) Kline (Lived in DeKalb County 

. from early 1850's until 1908 death.) 
Born in Pa. in the 1820's, married Michael Kline, probably in Ohio 
where oldest of three suspected daughters were born. Died in 1908 
per DeKalb County Health Office. 
Great great grandfather Lewis D. Britton*(Lived in DeKalb County from 

Con byeto oe Useundtil L889 edeath) 

Born in Pa. in 1820, moved with parents to Holmes County, Ohio by 
1822 and then, following marriage to Martha McCague in 1843 and 
birth of two children, moved to Richland Township farm south of 
Corunna by 1852. Lewis was farmer, school teacner, Justice of Peace, 
state Jesisiator (for two years) and) tor: 16 years a Supt. of the 
Corunna United Brethern Church. Buried in cemetary south of Corunna. 


Great great grandmother Martha (McCague) Britton*( Lived in DeKalb 

| - County until 1904. death.) 
BOLU erase sine Seo: married muewrSoebr tL One none sl o4o and 
moved with him and their children to Richland Township and living 
there until his death in 1889, at which time she moved to Auburn 
where she lived there on N. Jackson St. until her death in 1904. 
Buried with husband in-cemetary south of Corunna. 


30 and 31- Great great great grandparents James and Elizabeth McCague Sr. 


Giavedminelena tb: Couns yerromeperome so50 lint il equite 
possibly their deaths) 
Found in Richland Township in 1850 census and again in 1860; 
Neither found in 1870 DeKalb County census, but widowed Elizabeth 
eensused as living with a son, John, in Ricnland Township in 1880 


at age 85. 


*Many possible decendants in DeKalb County from children 
other than Arminnie; also decendands are possible from 
hewise eOLOUNer sAnNOSmor thtone wc. WO abso. settled in 


Richland Township. 
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